[image: image1.jpg]



WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE: HIS LIFE
The Bard from Stratford-upon-Avon
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Born: April 23, 1564

Died: April 13, 1616

Cause of Death: Unknown

Shakespeare’s name means “shaker of spears”

William was born to a Stratford tanner named John Shakespeare. His mother Mary was the daughter of a wealthy gentleman-farmer named Robert Arden. The home where Shakespeare was born:
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BLESTE BE Ye MAN Yt [that] SPARES THES STONES,
AND CURST BE HE Yt MOVES MY BONES.



Shakespeare was 18 when he married Anne Hathaway in November 1582.  She was 26. 

His first of eight children was born 6 months after his wedding. Other children included daughter Susanna, twins Hamnet, Judith, and Edmund. Hamnet died at age 11 and Judith died at 77. Susanna inherited most of her father’s fortune and died in 1649 at age 66.
Shakespeare never attended university.

In his will, Shakespeare left his wife his “second best bed.” The Bard's second best bed wasn’t so bad, it was his marriage bed; his best bed was for guests.

Shakespeare is buried in Holy Trinity Church in Stratford.  The inscription on the stone beneath his monument reads: 
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WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE: WRITINGS
The Bard in London
Shakespeare wrote 37 plays
	Comedies
	 
	Histories
	 
	Tragedies

	All's Well That Ends Well
As You Like It 
The Comedy of Errors
Cymbeline
Love's Labours Lost
Measure for Measure
The Merry Wives of Windsor
The Merchant of Venice
A Midsummer Night's Dream
Much Ado About Nothing
Pericles, Prince of Tyre
Taming of the Shrew
The Tempest
Troilus and Cressida
Twelfth Night
Two Gentlemen of Verona
Winter's Tale 
	 
	Henry IV, Part I
Henry IV, Part II
Henry V
Henry VI, Part I
Henry VI, Part II
Henry VI, Part III
Henry VIII
King John
Richard II
Richard III
	 
	Antony and Cleopatra
Coriolanus
Hamlet
Julius Caesar
King Lear
Macbeth
Othello
Romeo and Juliet
Timon of Athens
Titus Andronicus


Shakespeare wrote an average of 1.5 plays a year.  

Plays were performed outside in theaters like the one above. Shakespeare’s theater was The Globe.  

Groundlings paid one penny (or $1.66 today) to stand around the stage while a seat in the balcony cost two pennies.  

Shakespeare wrote 154 Sonnets
His first was “Venus and Adonis” written at age 29 in 1593.  

The next 26 sonnets were directed toward a young aristocratic young man who did not want to marry. 
Sonnets 127 - 152 talk about a dark woman that the Bard seems to have had mixed feelings. 
�









































