TO:  Advisor, Show Director
FROM:  Cappies Webmaster
SUBJECT:  Critics' Choices for Your Cappies Show

The following is information I thought you all might find interesting about CAPPIE voting:


For most of the school year, the Cappies is a learning program, and an effort to celebrate high school theater throughout the National Capital Area.  All the shows have now taken place.  The Cappies now becomes, in part, an award program--while still keeping focus on learning and celebration. 

This year, 56 shows (24 musicals, 32 plays) will be on the ballot.  To be a Critics' Choice is itself an honor.  To receive a Cappie nomination is a very high honor, placing a student among the top one-fifth, or in some cases one-tenth, of the candidates in his or her category.

We had a great many outstanding plays and musicals this year.  There will be some very fine shows that will not receive a lot of nominations, or any nominations.  This year, with our largest-ever number of shows, it will happen more often than before.  Please remind your students that, no matter how the critics vote, that doesn't change how good your show was, how much the audience enjoyed it, all the praise in the reviews, and how much everybody learned from the experience.

The Cappies voting system is managed by the same "CIS" system through which we do rosters, schedules, and reviews.  It has been carefully designed to achieve the greatest possible integrity and fairness, and to fit the special circumstances of the Cappies.  For example, it gives no advantage to shows that have larger (or smaller) numbers of critics scoring them.  

On Sunday, May 14, we expect over 300 critics to vote.  At 8 PM on Sunday evening, after the last critics have started voting, we will post the Critics' Choices on the Cappies web site (www.cappies.com/nca).  That's when your students can learn whose names were on the ballot. 

On Monday morning, May 15, we will review the results of the vote with an auditor.  At 9 PM on Monday, we will post the results on the Cappies web site for everyone to see.

We will also post the names of critic nominees.  This year, we will have four critic awards, one more than in the past:  Critic Team.  Graduating Critic (12th graders).  Returning Critic (11th graders).  Rising Critic (9th and 10th graders combined).      

All nominees will receive a medallion.  For group categories (orchestra, ensemble, song, play musical), we provide a specific number, but you will be able to purchase more if you wish.  On Monday evening, we will email information about how to pick up medallions and order additional ones.

On Monday evening, we will send you an emailing detailing plans for nominees.  Specifically:

The Cappies Gala program is determined by the vote of the critics.  We will invite each of the five nominated plays to present a brief sketch.  We will invite each of the five nominated musicals to present its Critics' Choice song.  We will also invite any Song nominee to present that song.  There will be a rehearsal schedule for this.  The Gala Director, Chip Rome, will contact you if your school is nominated in one of these categories.

We will invite all nominees in the Lead and Vocalist categories to be Cappies Gala Vocalists. 

We will invite all nominees in the Lead categories, and Stage Managers of shows nominated in the Stage Crew category, to attend a Washington Post photo shoot on Thursday afternoon at 4 PM.   

By 3 PM Wednesday, we will ask each school's Cappies Advisor to name four Cappies commendees from your school.  These commendations can be for any work in support of your theater program, including cast, crew, student directing, offstage help, program design, lead critic work--anything you wish to recognize with this honor.  We recommend (but do not require) that commendees be students who do not receive nominations.  They will each receive a Cappies medallion and will be recognized in the Gala program.

We will ask all Nominees in all categories to come to Fairfax High School for a photo shoot, on one of several possible dates.  We will email you information about this on Monday.

Cappie awards will be announced at the Cappies Gala, with a curtain time a half-hour earlier than in past years:  7 PM on Sunday, June 11.  We will ask those who are performing at the Gala to be at the Kennedy Center for much of the day, and we will ask nominees to arrive early.  We will send out an email about this. 

As soon as nominations are announced, we encourage you to determine how many Gala tickets you would like--and to do so quickly.  You have already been sent information about Gala tickets, along with ticket order forms.  Please note the deadlines for those.  (We will send reminders.)  Every year's Gala is a sellout, and we expect ticket requests to be particularly heavy this year.  If you do not want your full ticket allocation, rest assured that another school will be very grateful for the extra tickets. 

We have a number of other exciting events planned, including the Cappies Showcase in late June, the Cappies International Theater in July and August, and the new student-written musical being presented on August 6-8.  We'll send you separate emails about those.

We commend all schools' critics teams for their terrific work.  For the second year in a row, all teams qualified their own schools' shows for awards (assuming, as we expect, that at least two from each team vote on Sunday). 

Good luck with awards voting.  Whatever the result, we hope to see you at the Gala, to celebrate another banner year for high school theater in the National Capital Area.

Judy and Bill

CRITIC’S CHOICES for ARSENIC AND OLD LACE


These are the names that were on the ballot from your show.

After each Cappies show, critics decide upon "critics' choices," the first step in the Cappies nomination and awards process.  If you are a Cappies mentor, you know this process well.  If not, you can learn about the critics' choice process by consulting your Theater Director's handbook, or the Cappies rules on www.cappies.com.

For all NONPERFORMING categories, the mentors are asked to consult with the theater director of the performing school to determine eligibility, during the Cappies show.  We now wish to confirm the accuracy of those with you, and the Program Director has the authority to incorporate in the ballot any corrections you may wish to recommend.  (Please be aware that, in any category, no more than four students may be named on the ballot, or named as nominees.  If, for example, your show had five students responsible for 'Sets,' the ballot will list them as a group, in which case you should confirm the correct name for the group.)

For all PERFORMING categories, critics make all selections, often by voting among themselves, after eligibility determinations by mentors, based on the rules.  The critics have broad discretion in making those choices (including the decision to have no critics' choice in any category), as long as they apply the rules correctly.  The Program Director can only change these critics' choices in case of a clear violation or misapplication of any rules.  We are sending you critics' choices in performing categories only to confirm name spellings and to correct any other clear errors (for example, if names have been inadvertently switched, or entered in wrong categories).

Please note the 'Song' category.  If this song is nominated, or if your show is nominated in the musical category, you will be invited to perform this song at the gala.  The critics' choices for the song category cannot be changed, and the purpose of this advance notice is to alert you about this possibility, in case you need to keep any small portable set-pieces, costumes, or props.  If the name of the song has been entered incorrectly, please inform the Program Director.

If you think any error has been made, please notify the Program Director by logging into CIS, click the link that reads "send an email to the program director," write your note there, and send it.  Unless the Program Director hears from you, not later than TWO DAYS before voting commences, the ballots will include the names as listed below.  The Program Director has complete discretion to accept your suggested changes, or not, based on the rules.

To learn about the voting rules and procedures for Cappies awards, please consult your Theater Director's handbook, or the Cappies rules on www.cappies.com.

If you have any question about any of this, please contact your Program Director.

Thank you.
______________________________________________________________________

AWARD CATEGORIES

Sound. This award incorporates the design and execution of amplified sound, including sound that is part of any special effects. The timing of sound cues, and the use of sound equipment by the cast on stage, are factors. All work must have been done by or under the direction of one student or a small group of students, but adult guidance is permissible.  A show with unamplified voices is not to be considered. Degree of difficulty is a factor.
ELIGIBLE: YES
NAME(S): Hieu Tran, Chris Witt

Lighting. This award incorporates the design and execution of stage lighting, including lights that are part of any sets, costumes, props, or special effects. The timing and coordination of light cues, and the use of lit areas by the cast on stage, are factors. All work must have been done by or under the direction of one student or a small group of students, but adult guidance is permissible. Degree of difficulty is a factor.
ELIGIBLE: YES
NAME(S): Hieu Tran, Andrew O'Neal

Sets. This award incorporates the design, construction, and finishing work on all scenes, including back walls, stage trim, furniture, and every physical item other than lights, costumes, and hand-held props.  All design work must have been done by or under the direction of one student or a small group of students, but adult guidance is permissible.  Adults may have participated to the extent necessary to ensure safety. A majority of the construction and finishing work must have been done by students, but some adult participation is permissible. Furniture need not be made by students. Crew work (in set changes) is not a factor.  Degree of difficulty is a factor.
ELIGIBLE: NO

Costumes. This award incorporates the design, assembly, and making of costumes. All costume design and assembly must have been done by or under the direction of one student or a small group of students, but adult guidance is permissible. A significant proportion of costumes must have been made by students for the show. A majority of the costumes must be either newly made by students or be part of a school's permanent costume collection, but some rentals, acquisitions, or creations from elsewhere (e.g., borrowed from performers or other schools, or made by parents) is permissible. A list of which costumes are student-made or school-supplied, and which are rented, borrowed, or parent-supplied, must be identified to critics before the show. Work by costumers (in costume changes) is a factor. Degree of difficulty is a factor.
ELIGIBLE: YES
NAME(S): Abbey Cantolina, Olivia Cheak, Nicki Merz

Make-up. This award incorporates the design and execution of all facial (and other) cosmetics, hair, nails, and props (e.g., fake noses, ears, hands, or feet) attached to performers' bodies. All work must have been done by or under the direction of one student or a small group of students, but adult guidance is permissible. Degree of difficulty is a factor.
ELIGIBLE: YES
NAME(S): Ashley Bradfield

Props & Effects. This evaluates the design, construction or collection, and use of student-designed props handled by performers but not attached to their bodies, including hats, footwear, weapons, beverage containers, puppetry; magic, fog, aromas, or other special effects; and technology (e.g., video) other than sound and light. This work must be specifically identified to critics in advance of a show. It can have taken place under adult guidance, but cannot have been designed or led by adults. The number of props, their degree of difficulty in design and construction, and the success of performers in using them, are all factors to be evaluated. The cast member who handles or performs with these props and effects (e.g., a puppeteer or magician only qualifies for this award if he/she personally designed and constructed or collected them, or if he/she fulfills more a tech than cast role (e.g., as a video operator). Degree of difficulty is a factor.
ELIGIBLE: YES
NAME(S): Lily Record

Stage Crew. Crew work includes scene, set, and furniture changes, and all other stage management, whether visible or not. All work must have been performed by students, but adult guidance is permissible.
ELIGIBLE: YES
NAME(S): Teresa Kozlowski, Christina Tucker

Choreography. This evaluates student-designed and student-taught (or self-taught) dance choreography for two or more entire musical numbers, which need not have sung words. If two or more students are co-choreographers, they must have worked on at least two songs together.  Teachers or other adults may have offered guidance or feedback, but must not have contributed original ideas. The critics must be told the names and approximate place in the song list of all student-choreographed songs before the performance begins. The number of choreographed songs, their degree of difficulty, and the success of performers in executing the choreographed songs, are all factors to be evaluated.
ELIGIBLE: NO

Creativity.
ELIGIBLE: NO

Ensemble in a Play.
ELIGIBLE: YES
NAME(S): Jonathan and Dr. Einstein

Cameo Actress.
ELIGIBLE: NO

Cameo Actor.
ELIGIBLE: YES
NAME(S): Royce Steed

Female Dancer.
ELIGIBLE: NO

Male Dancer.
ELIGIBLE: NO

Female Vocalist.
ELIGIBLE: NO

Male Vocalist.
ELIGIBLE: NO

Comic Actress in a Play.
ELIGIBLE: YES
NAME(S): Caitlin Messinger

Comic Actor in a Play.
ELIGIBLE: YES
NAME(S): Landon Randolph

Featured Actress in a Play.
ELIGIBLE: YES
NAME(S): Kimberly Ness

Featured Actor in a Play.
ELIGIBLE: YES
NAME(S): Teddy Kavros

Lead Actress in a Play.
ELIGIBLE: YES
NAME(S): Molly Lewis

Lead Actor in a Play.
ELIGIBLE: YES
NAME(S): Will Hicks

Play.
ELIGIBLE: YES
NAME(S): Arsenic and Old Lace
